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I was awarded the prestigious Commonwealth Study Fund to attend an International Conference 

on Animal Welfare Research and participate in the  WOAH Sub-Regional Training Workshop on 

Animal Rabies Diagnosis for South Asia from 16th to 21st January,2023. These events were jointly 

organised by Commonwealth Veterinary Association (CVA) Veterinary College Bengaluru, 

Karnataka Veterinary, Animal and Fisheries Sciences (KVAFSU) World Organisation for Animal 

Health (WOAH) – Regional Representation for Asia and Pacific Karnataka Veterinary Council 

(KVC). 

To begin with, I attended the International conference on Animal Welfare Research on 17th January 

2023 organized by the CVA. Key points taken from the presenters of this conference were; 

• Animal welfare research at the University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom is using animal 

behaviour to access animal welfare. This concept is derived from the five freedoms of 

animals which if met or not will lead to a particular mental state of an animal and this could 

be used to obtain a welfare state. 

• Mental state of the animal is measured by physiology and autonomic response of an animal. 

• Under the ‘ONE WELFARE ‘ umbrella, community engagement is vital because attitude 

of the public to stray dogs is mixed within an individual and the community at large 

according to social science study 

• Harmonization and updating of animal laws 

• Collaboration and constant communication of all stakeholders 

• With the above put into practice Mission Rabies has achieved over 70% vaccination rate 

of dogs in Goa, India as a pilot project. Emphasis on hand catching of dogs versus net 

catching has been paramount to their success and is very well in line with better animal 

welfare while handling dogs. 

There was joint opening ceremony for the International conference on Animal Welfare Research 

and Animal rabies diagnosis training workshop on 18th January 2023 that was started by a beautiful 

Indian cultural blessing. After which, they were speeches from all cooperating partners, sponsors 

and the Executive Director of the CVA, Dr. Abdul Rahman. 



 

Figure 1: Dr. C. S. Khumalo and Executive Director of CVA Dr. Abdul Rahman at International 

Conference on Animal Welfare Research, Bengaluru, India. 

 



Figure 2: Vice chancellor-KVAFSU, CVA Director, WOAH dignitary, KVASFU-CVA Rabies 

Diagnostic laboratory staff and Training participants 

The training workshop on Animal Rabies Diagnosis begun on the 18th January 2023. Content 

covered was; 

• Occipital foramen approach for brain sampling, including sample preparation, sample 

transport and sample preservation by Prof. Shrikrishna Isloor (laboratory Director). This is 

a simple method of extraction of the required samples for Rabies diagnoses that can be 

done even in remote field setup hence improve definitive diagnosis of animal rabies and 

surveillance. 

• Lateral Flow Immunoassay of Brain samples; principle, protocol, interpretation and 

reporting results by Dr. D. Rathnamma (Biosafety officer) 

• Direct Fluorescent Antibody (DFA) Test by Dr. Sharada, R. (Quality Manager). This is the 

gold standard test recommended by WOAH. 

• Direct Rapid Immunohistochemistry in diagnosis of rabies in animals by Prof. Shrikrishna 

Isloor (laboratory Director) 

• Mandates of KVAFSU -CVA Rabies Diagnostic Laboratory as WOAH Reference 

Laboratory for Rabies by Dr. Sharada, R. (Quality Manager) 

• Documentation and Reporting by Harshitha, N. (Data Entry Operator) 

• South Asia Rabies Laboratory Network (SA-RABNET) by Kinzang Dukpa (Regional 

Project Coordinator-WOAH Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific) 

All the above topics were covered in theory where principles of tests were emphasized followed 

by hands-on training for each session. 

 



Figure 3: Some of the Animal Rabies diagnosis training participants and staff during practical hands-

on training 

WOAH’s activities on Rabies by Dr. Kinzang Dukpa (Regional Project Coordinator-WOAH 

Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific).  

WOAH is divided into 5 regions, Africa included. The four pillars to the approach of all activities 

for rabies are transparency, standard, expertise and solidarity. This is to help achieve the goal of 

Rabies elimination; Zero dog mediated Rabies cases by 2030.  

Strategies;  

• It is important for countries to make Rabies a notifiable disease to access a country’s status 

on rabies and then follow a stepwise approach towards its elimination. 

• Animal vaccination 

• Human front: awareness and emergency personal protective equipment post rabies 

exposure 

• Tripartite initiatives that include WOAH, World health organization (WHO) and Food and 

Animal organization (FAO). 

Issues generally been encountered with rabies control activities are; 

• Rabies been a high priority disease but neglected. 

• Lack of specific lead agency for Rabies control 

• Lack of coordination from stakeholders 

• Free roaming dogs 

• Rabies cases emerging from wildlife 

The way forward; 

• High level of advocacy and political support 

• National Strategic Plans (NSP) 

• Vaccination with emphasis on vaccine quality 

• Surveillance 

• Use of standards recommended by WOAH for Rabies control 

• One health approach 
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Figure 4: Animal Rabies Diagnosis training workshop participants and KVAFSU-CVA staff and 

postgraduate students. 



 

Figure 5: CVA study fund recipient Dr C. S. Khumalo at KVAFSU-CVA Rabies Diagnostic Laboratory 


